
coby

•COBY is developed from gin trash and other cotton 
by-products left at the gin after the cotton has been processed.
•The major problem of disposing of this gin trash caused 
USDA researcher Greg Holt to begin studying possible ways 
to turn it into something useful.
•COBY is made through a process of cooking, grinding, 
sterilizing and adding a starch to the gin trash. 
•COBY can be further processed into pelleted or loose 
mixtures for a variety of uses such as mulches, ground 
covers, fuel, livestock feed, building material and possibly a 
source of ethanol.
•As a livestock feed, researchers are finding that COBY may 
improve the digestibility of the animal.
•COBY fuel pellets are able to produce a heat value equal to 
wood, burn cleaner with no odor and may be cheaper when 
put on the market.
•As a mulch and ground cover, COBY is attractive and can 
have other important nutrients added to it to enhance its value 
to landscapers.
•COBY as a building material is strong, yet lightweight and 
is being tested for heat resistance, flaking, peeling and sun 
effects.
•COBY is not currently being manufactured, but research  
continues to determine its profitability and usefulness.

Details

COBY (short for cotton by-products) is a value-added 
version of cotton by-products currently being researched and 
developed at the USDA-ARS station in Lubbock, Texas. 

Definition

For More Information:
Greg A. Holt, Ph.D.
USDA - ARS, Cotton Production and Processing Research Unit
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•Gin owners across the state report 
the cost of removing gin wastes to 
be between $4-$6 million annually.
•The production of COBY would 
significantly reduce waste removal 
costs to local gins and help them 
gain profits.
•Some COBY products have the 
potential to be very profitable and 
beneficial to the local and state 
economy.

Impact

Story Ideas
•Interview gin owners about the cost of 
waste removal and what impact COBY 
production would have on their operation.
•Find local connections or operations that 
currently benefit from COBY or could in 
the future.
•Interview local farmers about how COBY 
could impact the price their cotton brings 
at the gin and in the market.
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